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saying also that it needs to be improved. I myself dabbled in
it, but I did not get any great response. I have a fair amount
of experience of this work. I have been at it for some thirty years.
I have also done some tapasya. As for the response from people, I
once requested a Marwari friend to accept the treasurership of a
cow-protection fund, but he refused, although my intention in
making him the treasurer was not to ask him for any excessive
financial assistance. All the same, I must emphatically assert that,
if the Marwari community cannot take up this work of cow-
protection, if it cannot save the cow, I do not see which other
community can. In other words, if Marwaris cannot save the cow,
then no one among the Hindus can. But, for cow-protection a
number of things are needed. It needs application and time quite
as much as money. So, when considering this question, we must
keep in mind these three requirements as well as other things. Then
alone can we make any satisfactory progress in this work.

In the end, I must express my gratitude to all of you for
giving me a calm and patient hearing. I pray to God that He
may bestow his grace on you.

[From Hindi]
Aaj, 24-7-1925

^ 261.   LETTER TO MADELEINE SLADE^

148 RUSSA ROAD,

CALCUTTA
July 24, 1925

DEAR FRIEND,

I was pleased to receive your letter2 which has touched me
deeply. The samples of wool you have sent are excellent.

You are welcome whenever you choose to come. If I have
advice of the steamer that brings you, there will be someone receiv-
ing you at the steamer, and guiding you to the train that will
take you to Sabarmati. Only please remember that the life at the
Ashram is not all rosy. It is strenuous. Bodily labour is given
by every inmate. The climate of this country is also not a small

*b. 1892; Gandhiji gave her the name Mirabehn; joined Gandhiji's
Ashram in November 1925; accompanied Gandhiji to London for Round Table
Conference in 1931; suffered several terms of imprisonment during India's
struggle for freedom.

2?Fof the text of the letter, tide Appendix VI.